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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 8th JANUARY 2014 AT 7 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors J Gray, Mrs J Horne, I Stevenson.  
 
AGENDA 
 

1. APOLOGIES 
 

 Councillor R Powell due to a work commitment 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr J Gray Item 5c as he knows the applicants. 
 

3. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEDNESDAY 30TH OCTOBER 2013 (AS 
AMENDED AND APPROVED AT THE FULL IRTHLINGBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF 
12TH NOVEMBER 2013.) 
 
The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Item 5e Councillor J Gray stated that the trimming of the Robinia trees had not been carried 
out. He asked if it was known what the latest situation was. It was reported no notification of 
a decision or any other information by East Northamptonshire Council had been received. 
 
Councillor J Gray stated that the trees were posing a risk to resident’s property and 
requested information be sought from Tamsin Dennis the planning officer to establish:- 
a)  if the work had been instructed  
b)  if the work had been instructed, had a completion date been included in the decision. If 
not, was a completion date to be included. 
c)   would it be possible to enforce the trimming as a matter of urgency to reduce the danger 
to property. 

 
5.    PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
a) EN/13/01901/FUL – Proposed development of twenty five new dwellings and associated 

works at Foster Foods Ltd, Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire, NN5 5RG 
 

Councillor I Stevenson informed the committee that two comments had been made against 
this application according to the website. One household had no objection, the second she 
had been unable to view despite following the link on the website. 
 
Councillor Mrs J Horne enquired as to whether it included an area for which a previous 
application had been made. 
 
Councillor I Stevenson stated that it did. 
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After a general discussion it was agreed that, the Foster Foods site was currently an eyesore, 
had been vandalised, gave the appearance of being rundown, the development of the site 
would be beneficial to the town, as would the social housing it would create. It was also 
noted that parking areas were being incorporated. 
 
No Objections 
 
b) EN/13/02017/FUL – Demolition of existing semi-detached properties. Construction of 

one No. two bed and two No. three bed dwellings and provision of one No. drop kerb at 
11 – 13 Langley Crescent, Irthlingborough Northamptonshire. 

 
Councillor I Stevenson stated that no public comments were recorded on the website. 
 
It was felt that the two properties involved were currently rundown. A provision was being 
made for off road parking for two of the properties. 
 
No Objection 
             
c)   EN/13/02030/FUL – The proposal is for the construction of four No. flats, with parking      

                     and associated works at Land Adjacent 264 Addington Road, Irthlingborough, 
        Northamptonshire. 
 

As Councillor J Gray had declared an interest in this application the Committee was not      
quorate so discussion only could take place. 

 
 Councillor Mrs J Horne noted that the Irthlingborough Masterplan stated that no more flats      

should be built in Irthlingborough and she felt that the Council should follow the 
Masterplans recommendations. 
 
Councillor I Stevenson highlighted the fact that the housing market had changed over the 
last few years and the families of local people who wished to stay in the area might only be 
able to afford a flat therefore would welcome this sort of development. She couldn’t see a 
problem as only a small development of four. 
 
 

      6.     NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

Since the last planning meeting Sharn Matthews at East Northamptonshire Council had 
circulated an email advising of the availability of a booklet about Neighbourhood Plans for 
Councillors. 
The committee members were given a copy of the booklet to take away and read. 
 
Since the last planning meeting another email had been received from Sharn Matthews East 
Northamptonshire Council advising of two dates for meetings at Thrapston to provide an 
update on the latest regulations published in December and to answer any questions about 
CIL and Neighbourhood plans. 
 
Councillors J Gray, Mrs J Horne and I Stevenson all requested to attend the meeting on 
Tuesday 21st January at 7.p.m. and requested places be booked for them. 
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The committee was informed that the letter requested to be sent to East Northamptonshire 
Council advising that Irthlingborough Town Council wished to begin the process of making a 
Neighbourhood Plan had been sent. No response had yet been received. 
 

 It was discussed that a public consultation had taken place when the Masterplan was raised. 
 This had shown the main concerns were no more flats, less houses, the need for a  
 supermarket and employment. 

The committee considered whether this could be used for the Neighbourhood Plan instead 
of carrying out a new public consultation. 

 
The committee felt that the development of brown field sites should be encouraged before 
green field sites wherever possible. 

   
   7.         LOCAL AREAS OF DEVELOPMENT – CLLR R POWELL 
 

         As Councillor R Powell has been unable to attend the meeting it was agreed to move this                                    
          Item to next month’s agenda. 
 
8.      SUGGESTIONS FOR S106 MONEY FROM THE LANTERNS, BLOOR HOMES SITE FINEDON ROAD   

               IN PREPARATION FOR A MEETING WITH JAMES WILSON AT EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
               PLANNING  
   
              Councillor Mrs J Horne suggested improving the town centre by improving shop frontages.  
               
 It was discussed that other towns in Northamptonshire had carried out improvements to  
              their towns shop frontages. The committee asked if enquiries could be made of Raunds  
              Town Council to see how they went about it. 
 
              Councillor J Gray pointed out that the High Street was a conservation area which might  
               affect what work could be carried out. 
 
               It was agreed that the suggestion of improving the town centre by improving shop 
               frontages be put to the next full town council meeting. 
 
                 
   9.         UPDATE ON MEETING WITH J WILSON AT EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL PLANNING     
                DEPARTMENT 
 
               There is still no suggested date for a meeting.   

 
Date of next meeting – 5th February 2014 and further meetings were planned for 5th March 2014, 2nd 
April 2014, and 6th May 2014. 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30 p.m. 
 


