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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON 
TUESDAY 1st APRIL 2014 AT 7 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors J Gray, Mrs J Horne, R Powell, I Stevenson.  
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Sharn Matthews ENC,  
  
Councillor I Stevenson opened the meeting and welcomed Sharn Matthews. 
 
AGENDA 
 

1. APOLOGIES 
 

 None 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
None made 
 

3. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TUESDAY 4TH MARCH 2014 (AS 
APPROVED AT THE FULL IRTHLINGBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF 11TH MARCH 
2014.) 
 
The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Councillor Mrs J Horne asked if a letter had been sent to register the designated area for the 
Irthlingborough Neighbourhood Plan. The Clerk informed her that the letter had been sent. 
 
Councillor I Stevenson enquired as to whether any response had been received as to why 
Irthlingborough had been consulted regarding the diversion of the footpath in Ringstead. 
The Clerk no response had been received to date. 
 
Councillor Mrs J Horne asked whether it had been established whether a change of use from 
(B1) to (D2) could be made. We have been informed that there have been some changes to 
the planning rules regarding changing of use between categories. More information was 
requested which had been emailed to them. Nothing further had been heard. It was agreed 
when a response was received it would be forwarded to members of the Planning 
Committee. 
 

5.    MASTERPLAN – SHARN MATTHEWS 
 

Councillor I Stevenson thanked Sharn Matthews for coming to speak to them again. She said 
that she and other members of the committee were still working their way through the 
information she had already provided. 
 
Sharn Matthews reinforced her previous statement, that undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan 
was an enormous task and that the Council would need help from members of the 
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community. The forecast for completion of a Neighbourhood plan is eighteen months if not 
two to three years. 
 
Councillor Mrs J Horne stated that a lot of Councils have employed someone to work 
specifically on the plan. Sharn Matthews advised that some funding was available to do this, 
initially £20,000 had been available now the figure available was around £7000 with some 
additional help in kind. 
 
If funding was applied for and received, East Northamptonshire could give some guidance on 
who to approach from a list they held of people they know who might be able and willing to 
help. This could be a planning expert or may be a project manager. 
 
She also informed members that the Planning Advisory Service had some information on 
their website.  

 
Sharn Matthews handed out a sheet titled -Irthlingborough Master Plan – an Overview and 
next steps by Irthlingborough Town Council. She stated this bridged the gap between the 
Masterplan and the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
This sheet was a starting point on which she had put some relevant information regarding 
developments already in the pipeline. She would send an electronic copy of the document 
so that information about smaller developments and other local information could be filled 
in where required to fit Irthlingboroughs Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Sharn Matthews informed the committee there was one area of development she needed to 
look into further, that was the land identified for Option C in the Masterplan. It had been 
assessed for development and had been available. However, there was now some doubt as 
to whether it is immediately available or in fact if it is now available at all. She would make 
more enquiries to establish the current situation. 
 
East Northamptonshire Council has currently only got targets set up to 2021 and further 
targets were not being set until after the decision on Rushden Lakes had been made. The 
housing need for Irthlingborough should be known by the end of June. 
 
Another factor at the moment was the need to incorporate developments for older people 
as it was forecast that by 2021 20% of the population would be over 75. 
 
When making a Neighbourhood Plan you can stipulate areas for development for housing 
and those for business. Areas could also be identified for the specific use i.e. the provision of 
housing for the elderly. 
 
Sharn Matthews did however warn that although you could stipulate what type of 
development you want in an area you cannot make the landowner develop their land and 
you might find they just sit on the land. 
 
All decisions will need to have reasons identified and justification shown. 
 
RECOMMEND – that the Irthlingborough Master Plan – an overview and next steps by 
Irthlingborough Town Council be taken to the May Full Town Council Meeting. 
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 6.     LOCAL AREAS OF DEVELOPMENT 
  
 It was felt that the brown sites within Irthlingborough should be developed before green  
 sites where possible. 
 

 To achieve this residents should be asked to approach the Town Council if they  
 have land they wished to be included in the Neighbourhood Plan for development before 
 2031, rather than the Council approach specific landowners. This would hopefully bring  
 some sites that may otherwise be overlooked to the Councils attention. 
 
 However, there were a few sites that if not put forward by the landowners it was felt the 
 Council should approach if they were key to their proposals. 
    

 Development of the land between the two areas of Irthlingborough thus joining the 
 town together should be encouraged. 
 
 Councillor R Powell thought that if land earmarked for employment in the Nene Park  
 area was changed to housing, other areas should be looked at for employment/industrial 
 development. There was a shortage of work in the area and more work will be required  
 as housing is built. He proposed the area at the top of Addington Road near the north  

west boundary which could then have a link road to the A45. 
 
 Whilst it was considered important to have land for employment/industrial use, it was also 
 recognised that you could not force business into the area. This had been highlighted by the  
 lack of interest in the area designated for employment/industry in the Nene Park area. It 
 was also stated that there was a big employment/industrial development currently being  
 built directly off the A45 in Raunds. 
 
 It was thought landowners were also going to wish their land to be allocated for housing  
 rather than employment/industrial development because the return on it would be  

considerably higher. 
 
 Questions were asked as to the current situation regarding the requirement for  
 archaeological surveys to be carried out prior to development of land. It was thought this
 still appeared on the planning application and should be done as standard practice, but  
 doesn’t always seem to be. 
 
 RECOMMEND - that the clerk establishes what the current situation with regard to 
 archaeological surveys is. 
 
7.     PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

a) EN/14/00373/FUL – Erection of single brick wall with cavity to existing external elevation 
at 4 Scarborough Street, Irthlingborough, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN9 5TT 
 
Councillor I Stevenson stated there were no objections on the website. Looked to be adding 
another depth to existing wall probably for insulation purposes. 
 
No Objections 
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b) EN/14/00416/FUL – Two storey and single storey extension to rear of dwelling, at 6 
Lakeside, Irthlingborough Wellingborough, Northamptonshire,NN9 5SW 
 
Councillor I Stevenson reported that there were no public objections on the website. 
 
Councillor Mrs J Horne thought it looked very big. 
 
Councillor I Stevenson said it doesn’t overlook anything, she didn’t think it would affect 
anyone and was in keeping with other places in the area. There was already a conservatory 
which was going to be replaced as part of this change.  
 
No Objection 
 
c) EN/14/00509/FUL – Garage conversion, door removed and window fitted at 15 Lodge 
Way, Irthlingborough, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN9 5YJ 
 
Councillor I Stevenson said there are a lot of people converting garages to additional rooms 
these days. Only concern off road parking, but garages only really suitable for small cars so 
may already be parking on the road. 
 
No Objections 
 
 

Date of next meeting Tuesday 6th May 2014 7p.m. at the Council Offices 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.12 p.m. 
 
 
 
  

 


