irthlingborough Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2020
Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S1 2020/404)

Noles

1. The audit of accounts for Irthlingborough Town Gouncii for the year Tiis nolice and Seolions 4, 2 & 3

ended 31 March 2020 has been completed and the accounts have been of the AGAR must ba published
X by 30 November. This must
published. Include publication on the
smaller authority’s webslte.
The smaller authorily musi
declde how long lo publish the
Nedice for; tha AGAR and
external audifor report must be
publicly avallable for 5 years.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return Is available for
inspection by any focal government elector of the area of Irthlingborough
Town Council on application io:

(a) Paul Smith - Finance Officer @

<

Inserl the name, position and

irthtingborough Town Council address of the person lo whom
local government elactors should
&1‘;}:;‘]32?::‘ S::;gn!;;:fd apply to Inspect the AGAR
(b) Monday to Friday 09:00 to 13:00 (B) Insett the howrs durdng which

Inspection rights mey be
axarclsed

3. Coples will he provided to any person on payment of £ 080 () for each | o) insert areasenable sum for
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return. copying cosls

Announcement made by: (d) Paul Smith - Flnance Officer {6} Ingert lhe name and position of

person placing the notice

Date of announcement: (&) 3rd Novernber 2020

(e) Insert the dale of placing of the
nolice




Section 1 —Annual Governance Statem

We acknowledge as the members of;

ent 2019/20

our responelbllity for ensuring that there is & sound system of internal control, Including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and bellef, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

Yes .

4. Wa have put in place airangements far effective financial
managemant during the yoaz, and for the preparation of
the accounting statorments,

2, Wa malntalned an adequate system of Iinamal contra)
noluding measures daslgned lo prevant and detect fraud
and corrupilon and reviewsd Ils effeclivenass,

A, We tock all reasonable staps to sssure oufselves
Ihat there are no matters of actual or polential
non-compllance with laws, regulations and Propar
Practicas that could have a sighificant financial effact
an the abllily of this authorlly o conduct lls
buslness or manage its finances,

4, We provided praper opporiunity during the yoar for
tha axerclsa of aleclors’ rightis In accordance wilh the
requlremsnts of the Accounts and Audit Regulations..

£, We carrled olst an assesament of the riaks facing this
authority and laak appropriate sieps Lo manage those
risks, Inctuding the Introduction of Intamal controis andfor
axtarnal insurance covar whera required,

. Wa maintained throughout the year an adequate and
affactive system of ntetnal audit of the acdeunting
racords and control aystems.

We look appropriate action on all matters ralséd
In reports from intarral and external audlt,

We considared whether any liligatlon, liabilities or
cornmitmenits, avenls or transactions, oscurring ellher
during or after the year-snd, have a finanglal impaot on
Whis authelty and, where appropriate, have Inaluded them
In the accounting statements.

. {For local councils enly) Trust funds Including
charftable, In our capacity as tha sale managing
trustas we discharged our accountablitly
rasponslollities for the fund{s)fassels, Including
financial reparting and, if requlred, Indepandent
axaminailon or audit.

=

" agrend

preparad ts accolinting stalements in accordance
with the Accounts end Audit Regulations.

made proper arrengamenis and accepled responstbilly
for safeguarding the public money and resolress in
s charge.

fias only dona what it has the legal power fo do and has
compliad with Proper Praclices In dolng so.

during the year gave all persons inferestad the opporiunlly o
inspoct and ask questions about this authority's accounts,

considsred and documentad the financial and other risks fI
faves and dealt with them properly.

arrangad for a compotent parson, Indapendant of the fancial
conlrols end proceduras, o give an objective view on whether
fnternal controis maet the needs of this smaller authorily,

respondad to matlers brought fo Hs altention by internal and
exlernal audif,

disclosad everylhing It sfmufd hava aboul its business aclivily
during the year including events teking place afier the year
end [f relevant,

NI 05 met all of ils responsibliitles where, a8 8 body
corporale, i is a sole managing trustas of a lecal

st or prusis.

No

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor oni a separate sheet for each 'No' response and descrlbe how the
authority will address the weaknesses Identifled. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement,

This Annual Govermnance Statement was approved at a

Slgned by the Chalrman and Clerk of the mseting where

| approval was glven:

Chairman

Clork

Authorlty web addregs

Other inférmatlon reguired by the Transparency Codes (not part of Annual Governance Statement)
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Section 2 —Accounting Statements 2019/20 for

1. Balances brought
forward

case round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
boxe.s blanic and reporl £0 or Nil balances. All frgures musf._f
agree lo underlying financial, records. - :

Total hatances and reserves at the baginning of rhe year

as recorded in the financial racords. Value must agree io
Box 7 of previous year,

2, (+) Precept of Rates and
Levies

Total amount of precept (or for IDBS rales and levies)
received or recelvable in the year, Exclude any grants
recefved,

3. {+) Total other teceipts

Jotal Incoms or receipls as recordsd In the cashbool lass
the precept or ratos/levies received {line 2). Include any
grants receivad,

4, {~) Staff costs

Total expenditure or payments made fo and on behalf
of alf employess. Include gross salatles and wages,
smployers NI gontributions, employers penslon
conlributlons, gratuiffes and severance payments,

8. {-) L.oan Interes¥capital
repaymants

Totaf sxpenditure or payments of capilal and Interest
made during the vear on the authority's borowlngs (if any}.

6. {~) All other payments

Total expenditure or payments as recordad In the cash-
book lass slaff costs (line 4) and loan Interast/capital
repayments {line ),

7. (=) Balances canied
forward

Tolal balances and resarvas at the end of the year. Must
aqual (1+2+3) « (4+54+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term Invastmenis

The sum of alf currant and deposit bank aceounts, cash
holdings and short ferm investmenits held as af 31 March~
To agreo with bank raconciiation.

8. Tolal fixed assets plus
Jong farm Iinvestmenis
and assels

The value of all the propery the autharily owns — It Is made
up of alf lis fived assels and long term Invesiments as at
31 March.

10, Total borrowings

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
Trom third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Gounolls Only) Disclosure note
re Trust funds (Including charitabla)

The Counell, as a body corporale, acls as sale trustee for
and Is responsibla for managing Trust funds or assels,

N.B, The flgures In the accounting staternents above do
nol Include any Trust fransactions.

| cerdify ihat for the year ended 31 March 2020 the Accounting
Statements in this Annuat Govemnance and Accountability
Ratitm have been prepared on sither a receipls and payments
or Income and expendiura-hasis following the guidance in
Gavernance and Accountabllity for Smaller Authorities — a
Praciltioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present falrly
the finanatat position of ths authority.

Slgned by Responsible Financial Officer before being
prasented to the authority for approval

[ conflrm that these Accounting Statements ware
approved by this anthority on this date:

as recordad in minute reference:

Signed by Chalrman of ihe meeting where tha Accounting
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20
RIS thlingborough Town Coundil = NH0132

In respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial mahagement is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Refurn in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
helow). Cur work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& freland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019/20

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of $he Annual Governance and Accountabllity Return (AGAR), in our oplaton the information In
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR Is In accordance wilh Proper Praclices and no other mafters have come lo our allention giving cause for concern that
relovant leglslation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Cther matters nol affscting our oplnlon which we draw lo the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31

March 2020,

External Auditor Signature
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